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Dear Thoreau Community:   

I would like to share with you that our new Thoreau website has rolled out and I welcome you to surf through it when 

you get a moment.  The new web address is https://thoreaums.fcps.edu/ and I encourage you to bookmark it.  I am 

excited about the new look and features that are now available and I hope you will find it easier to navigate than the 

previous website. 

Our new site offers several important advantages to include: 

1. Improved viewing on mobile devices; many of you come to our website through phones. 

2. Enabling the easy sharing of content between Thoreau and FCPS; for example, emergency alerts about weather 

closures from the main FCPS site will be promptly displayed on our Thoreau site.  

3. Ability to translate our site content into 75 different languages. 

4. Making navigation of FCPS sites easier for you as all school sites will feature similar menus. 

5. Better accessibility to all users with disabilities (508 compliant). 
 

I have always taken great pride in the Thoreau website as we work diligently to keep the information current so that 

you will find our site to be dependable.  While we have tried to include all of the information that you have come to rely 

on, there may be items we have forgotten.  If that is the case, please contact Thoreau web curator Ted Loht at 

tmloht@fcps.edu.   

Sincerely, 

Yusef Azimi   
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Our Student Council Association (SCA) has planned school-wide 

spirit days and themes for these upcoming dates: 

Monday, October 30th - Pink Out Day 

Tuesday, October 31st - Halloween Costumes 

Wednesday, November 1st - Twin Day 

Thursday, November 2nd - Tie Dye Day 

Friday, November 3rd - Pajama Day 

Treats for Troops - Students are encouraged to donate their  

uneaten Halloween candy to support our military troops.   

Students can bring their candy donations to their science  

classrooms.  Candy collection will begin on Wednesday,  

November 1st and will end on Friday, November 10th. 

For more information about the SCA, please contact SCA co-

sponsors Katie Cole-Kelly and Samantha Guy. 

Student Council Association News 

Students creating a model of the products and reactants for 

photosynthesis using pop beads in science class on Monday.  
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Family Life Education Preview Night 

There will be a Family Life Education (FLE) program  

preview available to our families before the 7th grade 

dinner on Wednesday, November 15th from 5:30PM-

6:30PM in the Thoreau library. 

Parents who are interested in reviewing the Human 

Growth and Development (HGD) and Emotional and  

Social Health (ESH) materials that will be presented to  

students in January can review them at this time. 

FCPS provides a comprehensive, sequential FLE program 

for students in grades K-12.  Instruction is seen as a 

partnership among parents and guardians, the school, 

and the community in supporting the learning essential 

to the development of strong families, positive  

relationships, and a healthy community. 

Parents/guardians may choose to opt their child out of 

all or part of the FLE program.  Students who are opted 

out are provided with age-appropriate, nonpunitive  

alternative health instruction, and every effort is made to 

foster respect for family choices.  If you wish to opt your 

child out of all or part of FLE for this school year, please 

complete the opt-out form found here.  Please fill out the 

opt-out form and return it to Thoreau Student Services 

prior to FLE instruction. 

Detailed grade-level program descriptions are available 

online here.  FLE grade-level specific lessons are available 

for parents online in FCPS 24-7 (Blackboard) Parent View.  

Grade level-specific lessons are also available at the  

Fairfax County Regional Library in the City of Fairfax (this 

location does not have media).  Grade level-specific  

lessons and media are also available for review in the  

Thoreau library.  Due to copyright permissions, we are  

unable to stream media online. 

Program questions may be addressed by contacting  

Elizabeth Payne, FCPS K-12 Health and Physical  

Education Coordinator, at etpayne@fcps.edu. 

mailto:kcolekelly@fcps.edu
mailto:seguy@fcps.edu
https://www.fcps.edu/academics/middle-school-academics-7-8/family-life-education-fle
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Theatre Arts News 
More than 70 students are signed up to audition for our spring musical, The Little Mermaid, Jr!  It 

is not too late to get involved!  Are there students interested in learning how to operate stage 

lights used at concerts, performances and professional venues?  Are they interested in building 

scenery, painting and DIY?  Do they like to draw or sew and want to help create mermaid 

costumes?  Go to http://www.thoreaumsdrama.com/tech-crew to see what jobs are available and to download the 

forms needed to participate.  Forms can be submitted to Thoreau drama teacher Virginia Cunningham in Room C107 

anytime before Friday, December 8th. 

The International Thespian Honor Society (ITS) recognizes and rewards excellence among students in the theatre arts 

program and is a valuable addition to college and employment applications.  This club meets after-school on different 

days.  Visit this site to see the full schedule.  ITS is a wonderful opportunity for students especially if they want to get 

involved in theatre, but are not comfortable or able to participate in the spring musical.  Students receive both 

academic and achievement awards.  Click here to learn more about this society and what students can do. 

Thoreau Theatre is seeking donations of gently used items to enhance their costume shop.  If you have any of the 

following items below to donate, please contact Ms. Cunningham. 

 New/gently used costumes or vintage clothing 

 New/gently used dance shoes (ballet, tap, jazz, hip hop, character) 

 Garment bags 

 Clothes hangers 

Librarian Kimberly Yeo (far left) collaborating with civics 

teachers (left to right) James Cain, Ryan Christoff,  

Chelsea Alley, and Ben Bishop to plan lessons. 

School Safety and Threat Assessment Training Modules 

In collaboration with the Youth Violence Project of the University of Virginia’s Curry School of Education, FCPS invites 

parents and students to view training modules on threat assessment. 

FCPS has a well-established policy and protocol for responding to threats of violence in our schools.  As part of our  

efforts to educate parents and students in how they may help reduce threats and increase safety in our schools, we 

invite parents and students to view the following training modules on threat assessment. These brief modules help 

students ages 12-and-up and parents understand the threat assessment process used in our schools and how it can 

help prevent violence. 

The training modules can be accessed at www.schoolthreatassessment.com.  The parent access code is pgvsdt and 

the student access code is sy8zk2. 

For more information about this study, visit this site. 

Science teacher Erik Bohn assists a 

student with a lab this week. 

http://www.thoreaumsdrama.com/tech-crew
mailto:vlcunningha1@fcps.edu
http://www.thoreaumsdrama.com/upcoming-events
http://www.thoreaumsdrama.com/thespian-honor-society
mailto:vlcunningha1@fcps.edu
http://www.schoolthreatassessment.com
https://www.fcps.edu/node/34614
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News/Noteworthy 

Hearing and Vision Screening - All 7th graders and new-to-Thoreau 8th graders will be 

screened by the Health Department for hearing and vision on Wednesday, November 1st 

and Thursday, November 2nd through PE classes.  Students who wear glasses or 

contacts should bring them to the screening. 

Finance Park Volunteers - Volunteers are still needed to chaperone the 8th grade 

Finance Park field trip in mid-November.  For details on when each team is scheduled to 

attend and for volunteer shift information, please click here. 

Lost and Found - There are several water bottles, lunch boxes, sweatshirts, umbrellas, 

and forgotten items in Thoreau’s lost and found.  Any items not claimed by the end of 

each quarter will be donated to a local charity.  The last day for lost and found this 

quarter is Friday, November 3rd. 

Thoreau Yearbook - Yearbooks are on sale for $30 through Tuesday, October 31st.  To 

purchase a yearbook, visit MySchoolBucks.  To purchase a personalized yearbook, visit 

www.yearbookforever.com.  If you have questions or comments, please contact Ms. 

Galeet BenZion, Thoreau yearbook sponsor, at gbenzion@fcps.edu. 

PTA NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Box Tops for Education are due this Friday, October 27th.  Please have your 

child drop off any Box Tops to the Thoreau main office. 

The 7th grade dinner will take place on Wednesday, November 15th from 

6:30PM-8:30PM in the Thoreau cafeteria.  All 7th grade students and their 

families are invited to enjoy an evening with DJ Noelle, as well as lots of games,  

giveaways, photos, an old-fashioned candy shop, dancing with new friends, and fabulous 

food!  Dinner will be provided by Famous Dave’s BBQ.  For complete details and to RSVP 

for the dinner, click here.   To volunteer at the dinner, please click here.  For more  

information, please contact Thoreau parent Mary Pat Julian. 

Volunteers are still needed to assist with the vision and hearing screening at Thoreau on 

Wednesday, November 1st and Thursday, November 2nd.  Shifts are short and help is 

very much needed so that every student can be screened.  Training is provided.  Please 

sign-up to volunteer here. 

The School Store is also looking for volunteers to fill a few open slots.  Please see the 

schedule here to sign-up through December.  The School Store provides a service to our 

students and raises funds for Thoreau so your help is greatly appreciated.  Thank you to 

School Store chairs Tana Keefe and Negin Dehn for all of their efforts. 

Thank you to all that signed up to help with Halloween treat bags for the wonderful 

teachers, staff and bus drivers at Thoreau.  Our sign-up is full! 

Our next Dining for Dollars will be at Outback Steakhouse in Vienna on Thursday,  

November 16th from 4:00PM-10:00PM.  Thank you to parent Michelle Alonso for  

organizing these Dining for Dollars events! 

Sincerely, 

Beth Eachus 

President@ThoreauPTA.org  

 

 

 

 

FCPS weekly progress 

reports generated through 

the Student Information 

System (SIS) will not be 

sent to parents between 

Wednesday, November 1st

- Sunday, November 12th.  

This is to allow for final 

quarter grades to be 

entered and report cards 

generated.   

Also, the gradebook 

module in SIS will be 

closed from Friday, 

November 3rd at 4:00PM 

through Wednesday, 

November 8th at 6:00AM. 

ParentVUE 
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https://www.yearbookforever.com
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