
Science 7
Life Science

Honors & AAP Level 4
Life Science at Thoreau Middle School



Meet the Science 7 Team!
Our Mission: 

To create interactive 
and engaging lessons 
that spark curiosity in 

students that is 
relevant to their 

world. To build a fun 
and interesting class 

that the students 
want to tell someone 
else about. Lastly, we 

will provide the 
opportunity to build 
deep and enduring 

knowledge about the 
world around them.
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Units of Study

Quarter 1

Quarter 2

Quarter 3

Quarter 4



MWEE ACtion 
Project

Students will propose 
a plan to help reduce 

the school’s impact on 
our local watershed 
based on the data 

collected during the 
Meaningful Watershed 

Educational 
Experience (MWEE).

01
Quarter Projects

Human 
Impact 

Students will 
create a PSA to 

display how 
humans impact 
ecosystems and 
come up with a 

solution to solve 
the problem. 

02
POG POL

Students will 
reflect on one of 

the POG skills and 
demonstrate their 

growth 
throughout the 

year. 

04
Cell RAFT

Students will take 
a creative 

perspective to 
teach others 

about cells in an 
unique way by 
using the RAFT 

structure. 
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Our focus in Science has been on one specific Portrait of Graduate skills.  

Ethical & Global Citizen 
Students will learn to:

● Participate in activities 
that benefit their 
community.

● Consider the impact on 
the environment when 
they make daily choices. 

Portrait of a Graduate 



MWEE Field Trip 
Our field trip will provide students a 
real-world, hands-on opportunity to 
investigate watershed ecology and the 
impact humans have on ecosystems.  

Students work with staff and students 
from George Mason University to 
collect field data and evaluate the 
“health” of the ecosystem.  

Students conduct water quality testing 
at the creek by measuring pH, 
dissolved oxygen, conductivity, 
temperature and nitrates.



Classroom Explorations
Water Testing!

Candy Corn 
Lab!

Watershed Walks!

Microscope 
Explorations! 



Classroom Explorations

More Water 
Testing!

Developmental 
Dilemma  Lab!

Outdoor 
Learning! 



Science 7 Website 

Scan the QR code to access the Science 7 
website for more information! 



Honors: Why & What this Means for your Student

● Why: 
○ Giving all of our students the 

opportunity to stretch their 
thinking. 

○ Developing talent in our students 
to help them access higher level 
courses in high school and beyond 

○ No SOL (Standard of Learning) test, 
but rather an LAA (Local Alternative 
Assessment), and therefore:
■ lower stakes
■ more opportunities to engage in 

authentic,performance based 
assessments



Honors: Why & What this Means for your Student
● What this means for instruction: 

○ Including at least one 
extension/honors standard 
per unit 

○ Implementing Advanced 
Academics strategies:
■ Thinking routines
■ Critical & Creative Thinking 

(CCT) strategies
■ Academic Conversations

○ Offering students authentic, 
real-world learning 
experiences and assessments



Thanks for coming! 
We look forward to 
seeing you in 7th 
grade science!


