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Curriculum & Pacing / Units of Study

❖ Civics is designed to prepare students to be citizens in a 
democratic society and interdependent world.  
➢ Unit 1 - Fundamental Principles, Founding Documents, and Constitution - Aug. & 

Sept.
➢ Unit 2 - Limited Government and Federalism - Sept. & Oct.
➢ Unit 3 - Legislative Branch - Nov. & Dec.
➢ Unit 4 - Executive Branch - Dec. & Jan.
➢ Unit 5 - Judicial Branch - Jan. & Feb.
➢ Unit 6 - Citizenship - Feb. & March
➢ Unit 7 - Economics - March & April
➢ Unit 8 - World Geography - May & June



Honors: Why & What this Means for your Student
● Why: 

○ Giving all of our students the 
opportunity to stretch their 
thinking. 

○ Developing talent in our students 
to help them access higher level 
courses in high school and beyond 

○ No SOL (Standard of Learning) 
test, but rather an LAA (Local 
Alternative Assessment), and 
therefore:
■  lower stakes
■ more opportunities to engage 

in authentic,performance 
based assessments



Honors: Why & What this Means for your Student
● What this means for instruction: 

○ Including at least one 
extension/honors standard 
per unit 

○ Implementing Advanced 
Academics strategies:
■ Thinking routines
■ Academic Conversations

○ Offering students authentic, 
real-world learning 
experiences and 
assessments



Service Learning
Fairfax County Public Schools recommends all 8th grade Civics students to complete community service 
hours as part of their coursework.  At Thoreau we require 15 hours for the year, 5 hours in the 1st 
quarter, 5 in the 2nd quarter, and 5 in the 3rd quarter.  Students will also be required to create a service 
learning reflection for each quarter.  

Students are expected to keep track of their hours via paper documentation. This documentation is 
available in Civics class or on Schoology to print. Throughout the year, students will log their community 
service time using X2Vol, which is accessed through the FCPS Naviance program login. These activities will 
be kept through the duration of their time in Fairfax County Public Schools.  More information on service 
learning is available on the FCPS Service Learning site.

Students may complete service learning in school or outside of school. Any in school opportunities will be 
shared by their teacher.

https://www.fcps.edu/naviance
https://www.fcps.edu/activities/service-learning


Service Learning - Paper Document



Finance Park Field Trip!
Students will be attending the Junior Achievement Finance 
Park field trip this year! We are looking for volunteers to 
work with students at this event. 

Please reach out to your student’s Civics teacher if you are 
interested or have further questions!


